17th CENTURY POLITICAL THOUGHT   name: _____________
The State of Nature, the Social Contract, and the Role of Government
During the 17th century, Europe was engulfed in religious conflict and individual rulers were gaining more and more authority.  Two influential political thinkers emerged at this time with new ideas about the nature and purpose of government.  The concerns over order and power were reflected in the writings of Englishmen Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.

In order to understand the very different ideas of Hobbes and Locke, please read the section entitled “Political Thought” in your textbook on pg. 451 and complete the graphic organizer below.
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Enlightenment Philosophes.  In 1751, French philosopher and writer Denis Diderot published his masterpiece, Encyclopedie.  In this work he attempted to compile all of the world’s knowledge and disseminate it to the public and to future generations.  Today this publication serves as one of the major sources of Enlightenment [image: image8.jpg]AN
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philosopher.  In another attempt to compile information on the Enlightenment, use your text to fill in the blanks below.
Rene Descartes (p516)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:
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John Locke (p451, 518-519)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:
Montesquieu (p520)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:

Voltaire (p520-521)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:

Cesare Beccaria  (p522)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:

Adam Smith (p521)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (p522)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment:

Mary Wollstonecraft (p522-523)

Country of Origin:

Book(s):




Year(s):

Contribution to Enlightenment: 
THOMAS HOBBES





What was the name of Hobbes’ book?





When was it written?





According to Hobbes, what was life like before societies were organized?




















What motivated peoples’ decisions?





Define the “state of nature”.








JOHN LOCKE





What was the name of Locke’s book?





When was it written?





According to Locke, what was life like before societies were organized?




















What motivated peoples’ decisions?





Define social contract.





According to Hobbes, what is the purpose of government (the state)?

















Because of this belief, what type of ruler did Hobbes advocate?








According to Locke, what is the purpose of government (the state)?

















If a ruler broke their end of the social contract, what could the people do?











